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The Observatory of Portuguese Legislation

Main Goal:

• to assess the legislative production in Portugal

GOALS:

• To characterize the legislative production in Portugal, i.e. to measure
its volume and to identify its distribution by types of legislation,
subjects, legislator, the influence of European legislation towards the
national legislation, etc.;



The Observatory of Portuguese Legislation

• To assess the practices of regulatory impact assessment
before legislation comes into force (ex ante) and when it is
foreseen by the law, in order to follow-up its application
(ex post);

• To develop instruments of measuring some indicators as
duration of legislation, amendments’ frequency, regulatory
compliance, etc.



OUTPUTS

Observatory of Portuguese Legislation

• Observatory of Portuguese Legislation database

Overall view of all legislation approved and publicized
in Portugal and the relation between it

• Annual Bulletin of Observatory of Portuguese
Legislation (available at https://olp.cedis.fd.unl.pt )

https://olp.cedis.fd.unl.pt/


LEGISLATIVE PRODUCTION

Total Laws Decree-Laws

N.º % N.º % N.º %

1998 550 100 93 16,91 457 83,09

1999 795 100 181 22,77 614 77,24

2000 424 100 46 10,85 378 89,15

2001 506 100 129 25,50 377 74,51

2002 374 100 40 10,70 334 89,31

2003 457 100 115 25,17 342 74,84

2004 320 100 63 19,69 257 80,32

2005 313 100 69 22,05 244 77,96

2006 322 100 65 20,19 257 79,82

2007 499 100 75 15,03 424 84,97

2008 332 100 73 21,99 259 78,02
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LEGISLATIVE PRODUCTION

Total Laws Decree-Laws

2009 458 100 125 27,30 333 72,71

2010 227 100 63 27,76 164 72,25

2011 207 100 70 33,82 137 66,19

2012 353 100 72 20,40 281 79,61

2013 270 100 89 32,97 181 67,04

2014 297 100 95 31,99 202 68,02

2015 448 100 179 39,96 269 60,05

2016 145 100 47 32,42 98 67,59

2017 299 100 122 40,81 177 59,20

2018 202 100 74 36,63 128 63,37

Total 7798 100 1885 24,17 6414 82, 25



INFLUENCE OF EUROPEAN LEGISLATION

Total (laws and
decree-laws)

Laws transposing european
directives

Decree-Laws transposition
european directives

N.º N.º

2008 332 6 47

2009 459 5 44

2010 227 6 52

2011 207 7 38

2012 351 4 41

2013 267 8 39

2014 291 7 32

2015 448 17 34

2016 145 4 16

2017 299 17 49

2018 202 5 3



ACCESSIBILITY

Observatory of Portuguese Legislation

• Working Group to Legislative Consolidation (Portuguese
Parliament)

• Working Group to Digital Parliament (Portuguese Parliament)

• Common Legal Drafting Rules for the Portuguese-speaking
countries and regions



HTTP://OLP.CEDIS.UNL.FD.UNL.PT
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